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Summary 

Six years have passed since the landmark Arbitration Award was granted to the Philippines in its legal case 
against China. The Marcos administration, now two months into its six-year term, has reaffirmed the 
importance of the Award. In a straightforward defense of Philippine sovereignty, President Marcos 
promised in his first State of the Nation Address (SONA) that he would not “surrender an inch” of Philippine 
territory. 
 
Half-a-year has also passed since the onset of the Russo-Ukraine War and its impacts continue to be felt in 
the Indo-Pacific region, specifically in China and Taiwan. Entering August, United States (US) House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi ignored Chinese warnings and visited Taiwan as part of her tour of the region. This caused a 
flurry of activity from China and a myriad of reactions from the international community. 
 
Notably, Japan and the Philippines, respectively, mourned the passing of its leaders former Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe in early July and former President Fidel V. Ramos on July 31. 
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Six years have passed since the landmark Arbitration Award was granted to the Philippines in its legal case 
against China. The Marcos administration, now two months into its six-year term, has reaffirmed the 
importance of the Award. In a straightforward defense of Philippine sovereignty, President Marcos promised 
in his first State of the Nation Address (SONA) that he would not “surrender an inch” of Philippine territory. 

Half-a-year has also passed since the onset of the Russo-Ukraine War and its impacts continue to be felt in the 
Indo-Pacific region, specifically in China and Taiwan. Entering August, United States (US) House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi ignored Chinese warnings and visited Taiwan as part of her tour of the region. This caused a flurry of 
activity from China and a myriad of reactions from the international community. 

Notably, Japan and the Philippines, respectively, mourned the passing of its leaders former Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe in early July and former President Fidel V. Ramos on July 31. 

  

https://philstarlife.com/news-and-views/630336-full-text-marcos-2022-state-of-the-nation-address
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1635911/china-says-us-will-bear-all-consequences-if-pelosi-visits-taiwan
https://edition.cnn.com/asia/live-news/shinzo-abe-japan-pm-collapses-nara-07-08-22-intl-hnk/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/asia/live-news/shinzo-abe-japan-pm-collapses-nara-07-08-22-intl-hnk/index.html
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1638122/former-president-fidel-ramos-dies-at-94
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The Chinese Way: Any Means Necessary 

Tensions between the US and China reached a crescendo in late July regarding Taiwan. Before the visit, the US 
had sent an aircraft carrier group towards Taiwan. During a phone call, Chinese President Xi Jinping warned US 
President Joe Biden not to “play with fire” on the Taiwan issue. Russia expressed solidarity with China over 
Taiwan. The US had expected China to ramp up activities close to Taiwan in protest. China had announced it 
would hold live-fire exercises in the Fujian province, closest to Taiwan, and its Air Force noted that it was 
capable of circling the island nation. 

Speaker Pelosi visited Taiwan in the late evening of August 2, the first time a sitting US House Speaker has done 
so in 25 years. China responded strongly by accusing the US of violating Chinese sovereignty and by holding 
live-fire exercises around the island, which threatened key locations. Russia once again backed China’s position 
on sovereignty grounds. The US insisted that the visit did not change existing policy while pledging not to 
abandon Taiwan. 

In the days immediately after the visit, China engaged in a flurry of activity. It continued its live-fire drills (which 
Taiwan condemned as illegitimate and irresponsible), it implemented trade restrictions, and it engaged in 
cyber-warfare (Taiwan reported 272 attempts made in a week at a disinformation campaign). Taiwan 
maintained preparation for war without desiring it; after China’s drills, Taiwan demonstrated its F-16V aircraft. 
ASEAN released a statement, calling for “maximum restraint”. President Marcos remarked that the Pelosi visit 
and the aftermath demonstrated the intensity of the conflict. China warned that it would use “any means 
necessary” to reunite Taiwan with itself. 

Chinese rhetoric was increasing even before the visit. It had criticized a US-born idea of maritime counter-
insurgency as complicating territorial disputes in the region. It objected to the freedom of navigation exercise 
of the US Navy’s 7th Fleet in the South China Sea in July, which the US conducted twice in a week. The Chinese 
Embassy in the Philippines accused the US of attempting to smear China’s image in the region. US officials have 
stated that Chinese activities have a “clear and upward trend” against Indo-Pacific states. One example is in 
China’s dealings with Japan. It sent an unmanned drone near Japan’s Okinawa prefecture for the first time, its 
missiles fired during its Taiwan exercises landed in Japanese waters, and it sent ships close to the Senkaku 
Islands. 

The Filipino Way: We Will Not Waver 

The late President Ramos was known to have quipped: “Kaya ba natin ito? Kayang-kaya basta tayo ay sama-
sama!” (Can we do this? We can! If we just work together!) 

This coincides with the Marcos administration’s calls for unity as it began to formulate its maritime security 
framework. Notably, the new Secretary of Foreign Affairs Enrique Manalo reaffirmed the 2016 Arbitration 
Award as an “anchor” of Philippine policy. Members of the legislature agreed, arguing that any settlement 
must be “rules-based” and abide by the Award. There was also a push to institutionalize the term “West 
Philippine Sea,” using the Award as a partial basis. National Security Adviser Clarita Carlos met with different 
agency members to discuss the West Philippine Sea. During the first SONA of his term, President Marcos 
promised that he “will not preside over any process that will abandon one square inch of territory” – 
emphasizing the “Filipino way” of determination and cooperation. During the SONA, he announced his priority 
bills which included the amending of the “antiquated” National Defense Act of 1935. The Department of 
National Defense (DND) praised the president’s remarks. A few days later, a bill was filed in Congress to amend 
the defense law. 

Military modernization remains important to the country’s maritime security. President Marcos vowed to 
accelerate modernization, specifically for the Philippine Air Force (PAF). The PAF is reportedly eyeing South 

https://www.scmp.com/news/china/military/article/3186803/us-aircraft-carrier-group-heads-towards-taiwan-tension-over
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1637430/kremlin-expresses-solidarity-with-china-over-taiwan
https://apnews.com/article/china-beijing-xi-jinping-hong-kong-2c2b95758dd6faa6eed87a7c5cf298d4
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/world/2022/7/30/china-live-fire-exercises-taiwan.html
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1638079/china-air-force-referring-to-taiwan-says-it-can-safeguard-territorial-integrity
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1638079/china-air-force-referring-to-taiwan-says-it-can-safeguard-territorial-integrity
https://taipeitimes.com/News/front/archives/2022/08/03/2003782880
https://mb.com.ph/2022/08/03/chinese-fm-pelosis-visit-to-taiwan-a-violation-of-chinas-sovereignty/
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1639883/chinese-military-to-hold-live-fire-exercises-in-east-china-sea
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1639883/chinese-military-to-hold-live-fire-exercises-in-east-china-sea
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1639975/taiwans-defense-ministry-china-aims-to-threaten-key-ports-and-cities-with-drills
https://mb.com.ph/2022/08/03/china-has-right-to-take-measures-to-protect-sovereignty-moscow/
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1639882/us-one-china-policy-has-not-changed-with-taiwan-visit-pelosi-white-house
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1640016/pelosi-says-us-will-not-abandon-taiwan-tsai-thanks-her-for-support-says-island-will-not-back-down
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1640919/china-begins-illegitimate-irresponsible-live-fire-military-drills-taiwan
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/world/2022/8/4/China-Taiwan-trade-restrictions-Pelosi-visit.html
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1640753/taiwan-defense-ministry-website-hit-by-cyber-attacks-amid-china-tensions
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1640753/taiwan-defense-ministry-website-hit-by-cyber-attacks-amid-china-tensions
https://www.taiwannews.com.tw/en/news/4619688
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1641008/taiwan-preparing-for-war-without-seeking-war-military
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1641008/taiwan-preparing-for-war-without-seeking-war-military
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1648969/taiwan-shows-off-most-advanced-fighter-jet-after-china-drills
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/final-ASEAN-FMs-Statement-on-Cross-strait-tention.pdf
https://globalnation.inquirer.net/205880/bongbong-marcos-pelosis-visit-to-taiwan-demonstrated-intensity-of-conflict
https://www.skynews.com.au/australia-news/chinese-ambassador-warns-beijing-is-ready-to-use-any-means-necessary-to-take-taiwan/news-story/c5a245a8f15c40c8cb3ac8ec3800ee3f
https://news.abs-cbn.com/overseas/07/10/22/us-led-se-asian-strategy-to-contain-beijing-would-complicate-disputes-chinese-experts
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/world/2022/7/13/US-Navy-destroyer-performs-freedom-of-navigation-exercise-in-South-China-Sea.html
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/world/2022/7/16/us-navy-freedom-of-navigation-spratly-islands-south-china-sea.html
https://mb.com.ph/2022/07/30/china-calls-out-us-for-navy-officers-remark-over-south-china-sea/
https://globalnation.inquirer.net/205580/us-officials-china-behavior-could-trigger-major-incident
https://globalnation.inquirer.net/205580/us-officials-china-behavior-could-trigger-major-incident
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2022/07/26/national/china-military-drone-okinawa-taiwan/
https://mb.com.ph/2022/08/05/chinese-missiles-serious-problem-that-impacts-our-national-security-japan-pm/
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1642750/2-china-ships-enter-japanese-waters-off-senkakus
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1638122/former-president-fidel-ramos-dies-at-94
https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/07/01/22/career-diplomat-enrique-manalo-is-marcos-dfa-chief
https://dfa.gov.ph/dfa-news/statements-and-advisoriesupdate/30865-statement-of-foreign-affairs-secretary-enrique-a-manalo-on-the-6th-anniversary-of-the-award-on-the-south-china-sea-arbitration
https://dfa.gov.ph/dfa-news/statements-and-advisoriesupdate/30865-statement-of-foreign-affairs-secretary-enrique-a-manalo-on-the-6th-anniversary-of-the-award-on-the-south-china-sea-arbitration
https://www.onenews.ph/articles/proper-settlement-with-china-must-be-rules-based
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/8/11/Tolentino-bill-institutionalizing-West-Philippine-Sea.html
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/7/19/Clarita-Carlos-West-PH-Sea-PCG-officials.html
https://mb.com.ph/2022/07/25/marcos-i-wont-surrender-an-inch-of-ph-territory/
https://mb.com.ph/2022/07/25/marcos-i-wont-surrender-an-inch-of-ph-territory/
https://mb.com.ph/2022/07/25/mandatory-rotc-bureaucracy-rightsizing-e-government-and-16-other-priority-marcos-bills-listed/
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/07/27/2198218/dnd-lauds-marcos-firm-stand-west-philippine-sea
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/839884/mandatory-military-service-not-required-in-national-defense-bill-says-solon/story/
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/07/02/2192472/marcos-vows-acceleration-paf-modernization
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Korea’s multi-role KF-21 “Boramae” fighter. The DND has submitted a request for Congress to review the 
budget for Horizon 3 of modernization, set to last from 2023 to 2028. Japan defense officials promised to 
continue assistance with military modernization. 

Bilateral relations with China and the US saw no change from public perception to national policy. Filipinos 
trust the US the most and China the least, a recent poll shows. The US has committed to “stand united” with 
the Philippines and the new administration, this was shown at the appointment of a new ambassador. It also 
reaffirmed its policy regarding the 2016 Arbitration Award. Ambassador Jose Manuel Romualdez, Philippine 
envoy to the US, argued for increased investment into the US. Members of a US delegation discussed security 
cooperation with members of the Western Mindanao Command. China, meanwhile, continued to dismiss the 
award. China has also warned against reinforcing Ayungin Shoal. The Marcos administration was called to 
respond to this, a means of gauging how relations with China will be for the next six years. Despite that, the 
Philippines and China have agreed to continue bilateral dialogue to find a “friendly solution” to their differences 
in the South China Sea. More than a month later, it was announced that the government was studying a joint 
exploration venture with China in the West Philippine Sea. 

During and after the Pelosi visit, China expressed “hope” that the Philippines would abide by the One-China 
Policy. The Marcos administration stated that its reactions to international affairs would be “studied”, arguing 
against “knee-jerk reactions”. The government was called to formulate a contingency plan in the event that 
tensions with Taiwan escalate. Others recommended that the Philippines should have a “nuanced approach” 
to foreign policy, to continue its investment in security, and to consider joint patrols with allies. President 
Marcos backed stronger ties with both the US (wherein the defense pact was once again reaffirmed) and with 
China. 

Analysis: This is the Way Forward 

The Philippines must achieve unity in action and approach, adopting the mantras of Presidents Ramos and 
Marcos. There are a myriad of lessons and examples that the Philippines can draw from. 

One side is to follow the example of late Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s leadership, when Japan deepened its 
relations throughout the Indo-Pacific and with its allies across the world. The Philippines joined in mourning, 
praising the flourishing of relations with Japan under his leadership. His legacy of focusing on defense and 
strengthening relations continues to influence Japan. An announcement was made of a cooperative with the 
United Kingdom to create a Sixth Generation Fighter. Japan has stressed the effect of Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine on international norms and the immediate threat to Taiwan. The latter issue has evolved to the point 
of a hypothetical Chinese invasion being included in Japan’s defense white paper for the first time. After the 
Pelosi visit, Japan announced plans to increase its missile armament. Japan’s focus on security is leading it to 
become one of the world’s biggest defense spenders. 

On another side are China, Russia, and North Korea – states which are pushing strongly for their own interests. 
Despite its multitude of challenges, China has pushed where it can. This was most effective during the onset of 
the COVID-19 pandemic with economic and medical aid. It has also effectively used diplomacy and political 
maneuvering to utilize “the Asian Way” as a regional cultural approach against the rules-based international 
framework. On the issue of Taiwan, China has firmly and repeatedly stated its ownership. Its consistent rhetoric 
is now backed by action as it has begun to ignore the median line of the Taiwan Strait. Russia has done the 
same regarding Ukraine and in its pact with China. Russia threatened an intensification in the war over US 
statements regarding China. On Russia’s Navy Day, President Vladmir Putin marked the US as Russia’s main 
rival. Another side is North Korea which has announced the readiness of its nuclear deterrent against so-called 
“threats” from South Korea. North Korea reacted strongly against Pelosi’s visit to the Korean border and her 
call for denuclearization. The consistency of North Korea’s stand on its nuclear arsenal was shown when it 

https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1181410
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/7/21/dnd-congressional-review-afp-modernization-program.html
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/7/21/dnd-congressional-review-afp-modernization-program.html
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/7/18/Japan-reaffirms-bilateral-defense-ties-with-PH-assistance-to-AFP-modernization.html
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/7/18/Japan-reaffirms-bilateral-defense-ties-with-PH-assistance-to-AFP-modernization.html
https://globalnation.inquirer.net/205616/filipinos-believe-ph-should-trust-us-the-most-china-russia-the-least-survey
https://globalnation.inquirer.net/205616/filipinos-believe-ph-should-trust-us-the-most-china-russia-the-least-survey
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1624586/to-reach-greater-heights-us-vows-to-stand-united-with-ph-2
https://ph.usembassy.gov/u-s-embassy-in-the-philippines-welcomes-new-ambassador/
https://www.state.gov/sixth-anniversary-of-the-philippines-china-south-china-sea-arbitral-tribunal-ruling/
https://www.state.gov/sixth-anniversary-of-the-philippines-china-south-china-sea-arbitral-tribunal-ruling/
https://mb.com.ph/2022/07/13/amb-romualdez-bats-for-very-aggressive-investment-drive-to-us/
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1639947/security-cooperation-up-in-talks-of-us-officials-with-wesmincom
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1639947/security-cooperation-up-in-talks-of-us-officials-with-wesmincom
https://globalnation.inquirer.net/205298/china-claims-2016-arbitral-ruling-illegal
https://globalnation.inquirer.net/204988/china-warns-ph-troops-at-ayungin-shoal-dont-make-trouble
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/07/04/2192973/government-urged-call-out-china-warning-vs-filipino-ships-ayungin-shoal
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/07/04/2192973/government-urged-call-out-china-warning-vs-filipino-ships-ayungin-shoal
https://mb.com.ph/2022/07/16/ph-china-agree-to-find-friendly-solution-over-south-china-sea-chinese-official/
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/8/30/marcos-government-studying-joint-exploration-china.html
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/8/30/marcos-government-studying-joint-exploration-china.html
https://mb.com.ph/2022/08/02/chinese-envoy-asserts-one-china-principle-hopes-ph-views-the-same/
https://globalnation.inquirer.net/205779/palace-ph-closely-monitoring-chinas-actions-amid-pelosis-taiwan-visit
https://globalnation.inquirer.net/205811/fwd-makabayan-urge-admin-to-craft-contingency-plan-for-filipinos-in-taiwan-if-tensions-rise
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/08/22/2204330/what-philippines-can-learn-chinas-reaction-pelosis-taiwan-visit
https://mb.com.ph/2022/08/06/marcos-backs-evolving-ph-us-relations-amid-tension-from-pelosis-taiwan-visit/
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/08/06/2200751/under-shadow-us-china-tensions-blinken-reaffirm-defense-pact-philippines
https://mb.com.ph/2022/08/18/marcos-meets-chinese-envoy-stronger-ph-china-ties-eyed/
https://mb.com.ph/2022/08/18/marcos-meets-chinese-envoy-stronger-ph-china-ties-eyed/
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3184587/shinzo-abe-force-behind-japans-policies-china-defence-economy
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/7/9/PH-mourns-death-shinzo-abe.html
https://fulcrum.sg/shinzo-abes-legacy-the-centrality-of-southeast-asia/
https://www.popularmechanics.com/military/aviation/a40669920/japan-uk-to-develop-new-fighter/
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1632763/japan-defense-report-sounds-alarm-on-russia-threats-to-taiwan
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1634112/japans-defense-white-paper-includes-hypothetical-invasion-of-taiwan-by-china
https://mb.com.ph/2022/08/21/japan-mulls-long-range-missile-upgrades-due-to-china-threat-report/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-08-25/japan-set-to-become-one-of-world-s-biggest-defense-spenders
https://www.taiwannews.com.tw/en/news/4593099
https://thediplomat.com/2022/07/china-won-over-southeast-asia-during-the-pandemic/
https://fulcrum.sg/building-peace-in-asia-its-not-the-asian-way/
https://fulcrum.sg/building-peace-in-asia-its-not-the-asian-way/
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1653632/analysis-chinas-navy-begins-to-erase-imaginary-taiwan-strait-median-line
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1624876/russia-threatens-broad-ukraine-offensive-as-us-presses-china-over-war-stance
https://www.reuters.com/business/aerospace-defense/putin-says-russian-navy-get-new-hypersonic-missiles-soon-2022-07-31/
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/east-asia/north-korean-leader-kim-calls-for-readiness-to-quickly-mobilise-nuclear-war-deterrent-report
https://mb.com.ph/2022/08/06/north-korea-slams-pelosi-over-visit-to-dmz/
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1640946/pelosi-vows-support-to-denuclearize-north-korea-plans-to-visit-korea-border
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1640946/pelosi-vows-support-to-denuclearize-north-korea-plans-to-visit-korea-border
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rejected both the United Nations and South Korea over denuclearization. The Philippines must imitate the 
seriousness in which these states hold their security. 

On yet another side, lessons for ASEAN and the US can be applied to the Philippines. How the various states of 
the region react to the ongoing US-China rivalry will be key indicators on how to manage individual 
relationships. One example of this is how Australia renewed its focus towards the Pacific Island nations given 
the possibility of a Chinese base. Another example is through economics as India considers deepening its ties 
with the region. ASEAN has also called for community effort in addressing common problems. The European 
Union has expressed its belief in cooperation in addressing the “Jenga tower” of regional challenges. The US 
has continued to defy China’s warnings. It sent warships to the Strait. There were also two more delegate visits 
to Taiwan: the second was on August 15 and the third a week later. 

The Russo-Ukraine War is a prime example of the need to combat norm regression as a whole and Chinese 
aggression specifically. On the war itself, US State Secretary Antony Blinken said that it would be “open season” 
on a global scale if Russia was simply allowed to invade another country. A victory for Ukraine can only be 
brought about by sustained political will from Western states. A similar show of will is necessary from the 
Philippines and its allies in addressing existing and potential conflicts in the Indo-Pacific region. China has 
proven itself serious regarding Taiwan, from the seemingly minor acts of stealing sand to the aforementioned 
live-fire exercises, an invasion poses several risks, such as potentially suffering economic sanctions far more 
severe than Russia’s. This comes at an unprecedented moment as Beijing’s once-every-two-year National 
Congress is set to happen later this year. But Taiwan has responded just as seriously by conducting war games 
with lessons gained from Ukraine, vowing to counterattack any Chinese breach of its territory (already 
demonstrated when Taiwan fired warning shots at a Chinese drone). 

This is the way forward: gathering lessons and applying them. One of the last acts of the Duterte administration 
was to cancel a P12.7 billion helicopter deal with Russia for fear of suffering economic sanctions. The 
Philippines must keep in mind that its foreign policy has consequences not only for its own national security 
but for the region, especially as it has a responsibility to be an upright member of the international community. 
Indeed, this would be in contrast to China’s negligence of norms which has reached the point of setting aside 
protocols of bilateral ties – as clearly seen when it neglected to share any information regarding the 
uncontrolled return of one of its booster rockets which landed in the Sulu Sea. The new administration must 
ensure that its actions are in line with long-held and agreed norms – the better to combat the actions of those 
who seek to replace them for their own benefit. Indeed, should the Philippines and its allies fail at this, the 
alternative is a breakdown of the post-Second World War order and a return to great power war.  
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